
Portsmouth is in line 
for £1bn of investment 
– bringing 16,000 new 
jobs, 5,000 new homes 
and a gigantic boost to its 
economy.

Huge schemes like the 
redevelopment of the 
run-down Tipner area, 

Councillor Hancock 
was speaking days after 
the £130 million Tipner 
Scheme, a plan to 
redevelop areas of derelict 
land at the entrance to the 
City, received two major 
boosts. The Government 
has agreed almost £20 
million of funding for a new 
motorway junction and 
park and ride serving the 
area, and the first planning 
applications for cleaning  
up and developing the  
site have been  
approved.

Along with Tipner,  
there were other  
massive schemes 
in the pipeline totalling 
£1bn.  
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the transformation of 
the City Centre and the 
creation of an out-of-
town business park are 
on the way.  This was the 
message from Councillor 
Mike Hancock, the Councils 
Cabinet Member for 
Planning, Regeneration and 

Economic 
Development. 
He was 
speaking at 
a landmark 
meeting 
of top city 
business 
leaders called 
“Portsmouth 
is Open for 
Business”.

- property managers, estate agents and chartered surveyors since 1883
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details, property search and 
display being most critical.  
The user can of course 
revert to our full website if 
they require.

It has been our experience 
that more and more tenants 
are searching for places 
to rent using their mobile 
phones, and we wanted to 
make that process as easy 
as possible.

If you have a smart phone 
have a look at www.
chinneckshaw.co.uk from 
your phone, and look at the 
same website from your 
PC, and you will see what I 
mean.

With the increase in the 
number of smart phones 
now being used, over 40% 
of the traffic to a letting 
agent’s website is from a 
mobile device. A mobile 
optimised website is 
therefore essential to ensure 
this large percentage of 
web traffic is kept engaged 
with an excellent mobile 
user experience. A mobile 
website runs in parallel with 
our normal full website, but 
as if by magic, will switch 
between the two depending 
upon the device that’s 
viewing the site. The mobile 
site offers clean and easy to 
use functionality with contact 
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These include:

• The £270 million northern quarter scheme for a new  
 City Centre Shopping Area. New proposals for this  
 are expected from the developer in January, with a  
 planned opening in 2018.

• A £20 million proposal to build a bridge from Tipner  
 to Horsea Island, opening up land for new homes  
 and creating access to a planned country park.

• A £30 million proposed new road layout in the City  
 Centre.

• A £12 million plan to develop infrastructure  
 on Council land at Dunsbury Hill Farm, Havant, in  
 preparation for a business park with hundreds of  
 jobs.

• A £100 million strategy to bring in more visitors to  
 the sea front and to make the City a European City  
 Break destination, to be unveiled next year.

Funding for the schemes would come from the 
Government, from Private Developers and from the 
Council, including income from new ways of raising 
money from Council assets. 

Councillor Hancock said “Regeneration is not just 
roads, construction or housing. Regeneration happens 
in peoples minds. We need to inspire our young people 
and our school-leavers, to tell them this story and 
engage them in this plan”.



An event put on to bring 
landlords and property firms 
together under one roof 
has been hailed a success 
by its organisers. It was 
the first time the Landlords 
Show has been organised in 
Portsmouth.

It was aimed at anyone 
interested in breaking into 
the Residential Property 
Letting business, and was 
held at the Queen’s Hotel in 
Southsea. The event was 
put on by Portsmouth and 
District Private Landlords 
Association.

Association member 
Malcolm Drew, said: “We 
wanted to organise a type 
trade show for landlords and 
associated businesses.  It 
was a networking event for 
those people to exhibit their 
wares, and bring them all 
together under one roof.”

The response to the event 
was so strong that the 

association 
had to take 
more space at 
the Queen’s 
Hotel to 
accommodate 
delegates and 
exhibitors. As 
well as the 
exhibitors, 
the event 
also featured 
seminars 
from industry 
professionals.

The housing 
charity Two 
Saints launched 
its new venture, 
Real Lettings 
Southern, at the show.  It 
aims to find homes for 
people who have been 
homeless, leasing properties 
from landlords, and then 
sub-letting to its clients.

Mr Drew said: “All the 
exhibitors asked if we could 

Rent arrears are Public 
Enemy No 1 for the 
residential landlord, but how 
can you reduce the risk?
First, it is critical to find 
the right calibre of tenant. 
References should 
be undertaken on all 
prospective tenants and 
these should include: 
credit checks, contact with 
previous landlords and 
employers.  

If a prospective tenant fails 
referencing we strongly 
advise that their application 
is declined even if as is 
sometimes the case, they 
are offering a large payment 
in advance in cash.
It is vital to verify a 
prospective tenant’s identity.  
It is important to meet all 
tenants personally at the 
property as much can be 
gleaned from a face to face 
meeting.
If, as sometimes happens, 
you let to a tenant who 
passed referencing but who 
at sometime later during 
the tenancy falls into rent 
arrears it is critical to tackle 

the problem immediately 
and discuss different options 
to keep payments flowing. 
Could the rent be paid 
weekly? Could the tenant 
pay a reduced rent for a 
short period of time to help 
them through a difficult 
patch with the shortfall 
made up at a later date?  
Communication and dialogue 
are critical. If you believe that 
a tenant genuinely intends to 
get back on track it is worth 
exploring all available options 
as after all, void periods are 
expensive. If you are unable 
to collect rent arrears, the 
worst case scenario is taking 
Court action for eviction. 
However, this takes time, is 

costly and must be done 
according to strict rules.
In summary careful 
vetting at the outset and 
good communication 
throughout the tenancy 
should enable a landlord 
to keep rent arrears to a 
minimum.
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do it again, and one or two 
people who came along to 
the show said they wished 
they had been involved, and 
would like to be included 
again next year. 

Its success exceeded all 
our expectations. Without 

a doubt we will be doing it 
next year.”

Chinneck Shaw’s stand was 
run by three members of 
the Property Management 
Team, namely Neil Shaw, 
James Moran and Shelley 
Morris-Green.

 ...it is critical 
to find the 
right calibre 
of tenant
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To the right is a picture of 
Peter Leech just after he 
had completed the 12 mile 
Moonlit Memories walk in 
aid of The Rowans Hospice. 
Peter joined around 1,600 
people for the walk which 
started at 9pm in Castle 
Field, then went along 
Southsea seafront, through 
the Historic Dockyard – 
where HMS Victory was lit 
for the occasion – before 
heading back to Castle 
Field for breakfast. Peter 
had to battle against strong 
winds along the seafront but 
completed the course and 
raised £250 for the hospice 
in the process. 
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Contact 
detailsPeter goes for a 

Moonlit Walk for Charity

Peter carries out 
maintenance and repair work 
for many of our clients and 
we were delighted to support 

him with his fundraising for 
the magnificent Rowans 
Hospice. 

The latest RICS Residential 
Lettings Survey reports 
rising yields on rental 
properties as a result of 
increased tenant demand 
and rising rents.
Chartered Surveyors whose 
offices handle lettings 
reported the now familiar 
picture of rising rents, 
improved yields and greater 
tenancy demand in the 
three months to December.
Tenants are turning to 
the rental sector not just 
because they are struggling 
to raise a mortgage but 
because they see renting 

as a safe option in today’s 
uncertain economic climate 
say RICS members.
The survey says that supply 
of rental property to the 
market remains unable 
to keep up with tenants 
demand, even though new 
landlord instructions did 
increase in the three month 
period to December.  This 
was the fastest pace of rising 
instructions since the three 
months to April 2009.
Chartered Surveyors noted 
that some properties, 
particularly family homes, are 
now coming to the letting 

market after unsuccessful 
sales campaigns.
RICS spokesperson 
James Scott-Lee said:”The 
disappointed economic 
message communicated 
by the Chancellor in his 
Autumn Statement and 
the prospect of further job 
losses in some sectors and 
areas over those previously 
envisaged are likely to 
continue to underpin the 
residential lettings market in 
the near term”.

Renting is safer than buying say tenants


